
ASD Parents and Families, 

Hello, and welcome to the first newsletter of the 2022-2023 school year. For our new families, the District 
releases a newsletter at the beginning of most months that incorporates school news from around the district. 
The newsletters contain important upcoming dates, fun school happenings, student achievements, and special 
events. 

We have already reached the end of our first quarter of school, which means fall conferences are on the 
horizon. We are very excited to talk with parents about their children's progress and hope that all families will 
utilize this time to connect with your schools and teachers as we partner in student education. 

Strategic Planning
The District is in the process of updating our strategic plan. Parents recently received an email from the school 
asking them to complete a short survey. We ask that you complete the survey as quickly as possible so that we 
might learn your opinions about our strengths, aspirations, and opportunities. This survey is one of our most 
important tools as we guide our strategic plan, and we appreciate your unique perspective and opinions. The 
survey is also available on the district website and linked here: Strategic Planning Survey.

Free & Reduced Meal Applications
We are making a final push for free & reduced meal applications. If you have not yet completed the free and 
reduced meal application this year, please take the time to complete and submit that form while at your 
parent-teacher conferences. Completing this form is essential for the district to continue offering free meals to 
all students in the coming years. Information is available on the school website. 

We are off to a great start! Please contact your school office if you have any questions, we are                                  
here to help. 

Thank you for your partnership and continued support. 
Craig Hoppes, Superintendent
Astoria School District 
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Astor Elementary      503-325-6672 Principal Kate Gohr
kgohr@astoriak12.org

Benji Latham, Astor Elementary’s new music teacher, is 
making big changes at Astor. Previously, Mr. Benji was a 
volunteer at Astor. He came to classes and enjoyed 
singing and dancing with students. Mr. Benji was a 
professional children’s musician previous to working at 
Astor. The Astor students have a great time dancing, 
singing fun songs, learning about instruments, and 
generally enjoying themselves while stomping and 
pounding on the floor with things like rhythm sticks. 

 Music with Mr. Benji

The students have 
requested that he place 
his songs on YouTube so 
they can practice at home. 
Mr. Benji has written 
many original songs, 
including a song about 
Astor school, about 
walking in the halls, and 
one of the favorites, a 
song about not picking 
your nose. The students 
are excited about music 
and having Mr. Benji as 
their teacher.

Providence Healthy Smiles

Providence Healthy Smiles dental 
sealant program came to Astor School 
for a week in September. During their 
visit, the team screened 102 Astor 
students, gave fluoride treatments to 
94 students, and 85 students received 
sealants. They also found that 33 
students had dental needs that needed 
further care, and two students had 
immediate needs. We are so thankful 
that our community has pitched in to 
care for our students. Thanks so much! 

mailto:kgohr@astoriak12.org


Lewis & Clark Elementary   503-325-2032 Principal Eva Hague
ehague@astoriak12.org

October was National Bully Prevention Month 
and students at Lewis and Clark have been 
learning about bully prevention during their 
classroom lessons with our counselors, Mrs. 
Barkley and Mrs. Pollano. This year, we would 
like to make a school wide commitment to 
“Stand Up to Bullying.” We would like to have 
every student and staff pledge to take a stand 
against bullying by decorating and signing their 
name on the “I pledge to stand up to bullying 
handprint.”

We pledge to stand up to bullying!

Make a commitment to take a stand against bullying.                        
I will treat others with RESPECT and KINDNESS.                          
I will have COMPASSION to not be a bully.                                      
I will have the COURAGE to be a supportive bystander.                     
It is my RESPONSIBILITY to help others being bullied and 
to report bullying.

Considered “the state’s finest chamber ensemble” by 
Oregon Arts Watch, the Delgani String Quartet 
presents exciting performances of both classic and 
contemporary repertoire in intimate concert settings. 
The quartet curates their own subscription series in 
Portland, Salem, Corvallis, and Eugene while regularly 
appearing as guest artists throughout the state. The 
quartet visited Lewis and Clark Elementary on October 
7th to perform, present, and talk to our students at a 
school wide music assembly. A big thanks to our music 
teacher, Dr. Vincent Centeno for making this happen!

Delgani String Quartet

The Pledge



Astoria Middle School      503-325-4331     Principal Linda Brech
lbrech@astoriak12.org

New Library Collection
Our librarian, Ms. Lawrence, has been 
working hard to add a collection of 
Spanish books to our library. She said, 
“We used to have a small collection that 
was not very appealing and we have new 
students that are learning English.” 
When asked if she plans to expand the 
collection she said, “Yes, it has been very 
popular; 30 more are on the way.”  

Sauvie Island Field Trip

Our Fall sports season with football and volleyball are coming 
to a close after a great year. We are looking forward to our 
upcoming basketball season. Dates for future games will be 
posted in the next newsletter.

Sports

Contributions by students in Mr. Gagnon’s English Class;
Lina Lee, Henry Lawrence, and Ava McCarley

This month on October 19th, the 8th 
graders took a field trip to the Sauvie 
Island pumpkin patch. There were 
fun activities and students brought 
back a pumpkin. Way to get into the 
Halloween spirit! 

Students in the new 
AMS Career Technical 
Education (CTE) class 
are taught how to 
correctly measure items 
with a measuring tape 
from their teacher, Mr. 
Clark. Students will get 
to use tools and learn 
other workshop and 
business skills 
throughout the year.

Career & Technical Education



Astoria High School    503-325-3911 Principal Lynn Jackson
ljackson@astoriak12.org

The play, “The Play that Goes Wrong” will have it’s 
opening night on November 4th and continues on the 
5th, 10th-11th, and a matinee on the 12th.  This play 
within a play allows the audience a view into a 
director’s worst fears as actors stumble over lines or 
break character and sets malfunction throughout the 
course of the production.  Please come and support 
our local thespians!  

Activity Fair 2022:  Get Involved!
On Thursday, October 20, 2022, over 55 
school and community clubs, teams, 
and organizations participated in the 
AHS 2022 Activity Fair.  This was the 
first Activity Fair that has been hosted 
at AHS since 2019 and it was exciting 
to see students exploring interest 
ranging from math and chess to sport 
teams and service organizations.  
Being involved in extracurricular 
activities continues to be a 
value-added activity that not only 
enriches a students experience, but 
has shown to improve academic 
engagement and performance. Take a 
chance to step out into an unexplored 
interest and get involved!

Partial List of Activities
Flextime Intramurals Astor Post
Band Baseball
Bowling Basketball
Cheerleading Chess
Choir Clatsop Works
Consejo Hispano Costa Rica Trip
Creative Writers Debate
Dungeons and Dragons DECA
FFA Walldorf Exchange
Golf Key Club
Mu Alpha Theta National Honors Society
Net Shed Orchestra
OHS Equestrian Team Peer Mentors
Pizazz Rainbow Alliance
Robotics Soccer
Softball Spanish Club
Student Council Track
TRIO Coast Guard
Video Game Club Volleyball
Wrestling Young Life

Fall Conferences 2022
November 9th:

12:00 - 4:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

November 10th
 (By appointment)

8:00 - 12:00 

Walldorf Sister City Exchange
From October 27, 2022 to November 3, 
2022, students from Walldorf, Germany, 
home of John Jacob Astor, visited classes 
and local attractions of Clatsop County.  
Students were hosted with the families of 
AHS students.  In March of 2023, AHS 
students are hoping to participate the 
second phase of the exchange and visit 
their new friends in Germany.  



Life Learning              
Sense of Belonging   noun --

experiencing appreciation, validation, acceptance, and fair 
treatment within an environment. When people feel they 
belong, they aren’t distracted and worried about being treated 
as a stereotype or a singular part of their identity.   

(Cobb & Krownapple, 2019)

To create conditions for belonging, one 
can:
● Be responsive to student needs & perspectives
● Affirm students’ full identities
● Establish predictable & consistent structures

(Collaborative for Academic Social and Emotional Learning, 2022)

“...true belonging only happens 
when we present our authentic, 
imperfect selves to the world…”                   

(Brené Brown, 2010)

BELONGING:
What that means at school

As we begin our new school year and apply 
best practices for learning, we know that 
helping students find a sense of ‘belonging’ 
affects key things like grades, wellbeing, 
attendance, relationships, and self esteem. 
All schools have set goals regarding students’ 
feeling of belonging in order to meet 
academic needs and benefit our community. 
After reviewing data from the Youth Truth 
Survey taken in spring of 2022, ‘belonging’ 
surfaced as a main goal for supporting 
student learning.

Four things are important to support student 
belonging: unpacking identity, creating 
intentional spaces of belonging, shared 
decision making, and providing space for 
authentic student expressions. Staff and 
students will receive lessons and resources 
to help create ‘belonging’ in our schools.

https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/asdsel/home
Social Emotional Learning for All

https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/asdsel/home

